
         Government – Mr. DeNardo 
 
 

Unit #4: The Judicial Branch & Civil Rights 
 

During this unit we will complete our study of the three branches of the U.S. government. By now, 

you have some background knowledge and understanding of the legislative and executive branches.  Of the 
three branches of government, however, the judiciary in particular can seem the most distant branch for 

students.  It is important to understand how the federal judicial system plays an important role in balancing 
the Executive and Legislative branches.   

As such, we will review civil and constitutional rights and look closely at rights like freedom of 

speech as they have been defined by court decisions.  We will analyze the current makeup of the Supreme 
Court and the competing judicial philosophies of strict constructionism v. loose constructionism.  We will 

also examine specific cases and how cases affect society and law for the long term.  Ultimately, we will end 
the unit by arguing several important and controversial Supreme Court cases in lawyer teams of three before 
a Supreme Court of your peers. 

 

 

Essential Questions for this Unit: 
 

 

How have court decisions defined the Constitution and affected the civil liberties of American citizens? 

  

How does the Judicial Branch serve as the third branch of government in carrying out the system of 

checks and balances? 

 

How do different understandings of the Constitution influence interpretation of current laws? 

 

 

 

Related Readings in your text for deeper understanding and context: 

National Judiciary pp. 506-511    Unalienable Rights pp. 532-536 

The Inferior Courts pp. 512-515   Freedom of Religion pp. 537-544 

The Supreme Court pp. 517-522   Freedom of Speech & Press pp. 546-553 

 
 

 

Unit Assignments: 
Legislative Branch Exam: Fri. 11/15 

Dissenting Opinion #1 HW Due:  Tues. 11/19 

Local Government Project: Due Fri. 11/22 
Dissenting Opinion #2 HW Due:  Tues. 12/3 

Supreme Court Case Presentations: Fri. 12/6—Thurs. 12/12 
 

 

Final Exam:  There will be no separate test on this unit.  Instead, your final exam will include more 
multiple-choice and short answer questions on the Judicial Branch.  The final will count for approximately 

25% of your semester grade.   
 

 
 


